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ORMSKIRK TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK |
ESTABLISHED 1822

9 DERBY STREET, ORMSKIRK. Tel. 2626
Funds Over  Ordinary Dept. 24 ° (£15 TAX FREE) Accounts
£7 ,000,000 Special Investment Dept. 5{’0 21,000

FOR A HELPFUL PERSONAL SAVING SERVICE
FOR ENGINE OVERHAULS
OILS, GREASES, TYRES
CAR YALETING
10 MINUTE CAR WASH
HIGH PRESSURE GREASING
Consult

F. SNAPE LTD.

CENTRAL GARAGE, HALSALL
RALEIGH CYCLE AGENT

Phone. HALSALL 229

FOR FLORAL TRIBUTES WHITELEY’S
TRY THE CLEANERS, OF BIRKDALE
(J- & 1. Whiteley Ltd.
A. SHACKLADY 127 BEDFORD ROAD  :  BIRKDALE
MARKEY GARDENER AND FLORIST LAUNDERERS and DRY CLEANERS
Heaton’s Bridge Koad, Scarisbrick Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning Speciallsts
Collections ani Deliveries in all districts
Telephome: HALSALL 345, "Phone SOUTHPORT 67037 o send Post Card for our
Representative to call
WEDDING BOUQUETS A SPECIALITY Southport Branch: 21 Bold Street, #jone: Southport 56774
J’ F‘ DUDLEY & SON APPROVED COAL MERCHANTS
R = NC A SMOKELESS FUEL DISTRIBUTORS
SALES AND SERYICE sy,
GREGORY GARAGE, HALSALL , . % .
: ** Bridge View,”’ Station Road
Phoue HALSALL 233 -
Turning, Welding, Brazing. Accumulators charged. Barton Nr. OI‘ mskirk
Sparcs, Accessories, Radio, Tel. Halsall 433,
JOHN H. WEA I HERBY Junior

N.A.M.M.M
MONUMENTAL MASON
69 TULKETH STREET, SOUTHPORT

Memorials in Gramte and Stone.

TEL. Southport 3022

lnScuptlons neatly engraved. Renovations




Christmas Day, December 25th

THE CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Sunday, December 17th, at 2.30 p.m.

H THE CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL.

Sunday, December 24th, at 3.30 p.m.
THE PARISH CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE.
There will be no service at 6.30 p.m. on this Sunday.
at 11.30 p.m. THE CHRISTMAS EUCHARIST.

8.00 am. HOLY COMMUNION.
10.30 am. MATTINS WITH HOLY COMMUNION.

The Rectory,
Halsall.
I8th November. 1967,
My dear friends.

In a blaze of coloured lights the angels are sound-
ing their trumpets in many of the streets in the cities,
Underneath  their outspread wings the daily commerce
Gl those busy streets goes on. Toys and clothes, food and
drink. cars and T.V.s. are bough: and sold. Apant from
the cars and T.V.s 1t was like this in Palestine about
two thousand years ago. Ours is a more sophisticated
age; we sell and buy and do things that once would
never have been thought of, but yet we remain funda-
mentally the same the same old hopes and fears,
the same desires and anxietics, Cerlainly peace on
carth and geoadwill amongst men is no dead issue, Yet
our situaticn 1 not just the same: “beneath the Angel-
strafn have rolled two thousand vears of wrong™ We
arc more possessed by our possessions and we live
feather-bedded  albeit on top of a volecano. The
reality of the world of the spirit has grown thin. Scl-
dom do we hear the angel trumpelts, and when we think
we do the psychiatrists are ready to warn us of the
iricks of the unconscious.

What do our street decorators have in mind. Are
they trying to explait something that ought not to ke
exploited? Arc the Angels and other decorations there
1o saften up the potential customer? Has big business
made a take-over bid for the Christmas storv in the
befiel that it could turn @1 to better use than the
Church bas been able to do?

Or might 1t be that here is a token of recogni-
tion that the story has a word o speak to business,
commerce and industry? Is there here a Jim  ack-
nowledgement that there are no tracts of human life
and interest which lie outside the orbit and rule of
Him who was born on Christmas Day?

The answer to these questions I do not know:
perhaps indeed there is no answer. All our motives
are very muxed up. But | do know that we who call
ourselves Christians must not allow the Christmas story
1o become a pleasing myth suitable for children and
business exploitatian. We must be careful lest food
and drink. presents and cards cover up the res! mean-
ing of the festival, and in seeking the pleasure we luse
the real joy.

Not everyone in Judea heard the angels’ sone:

only a few shepherds were about and they were keep-
g watch. It is as we find time to ponder the Christ-
mas story and join with cur fellow Christians in
praise and worship that we shall hear the angel song-
“CGlory 10 God in highest heaven
And on earth His peace lor men
un whom His [avour rests.”
May His favour rest on vou and vours this Christ-
mastide,
Your sincere friend,

Herbert Bullough.

CHRISTMAS—A RELIGIOUS FESTIVAL

“0O Holy Child of Bethlehem,
Bescend 1o us we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us today 7

At this time of the year Chrstians throuphout
the werld are preparing for the greatest of all Religious
Festivals — Christmas. In mediacval times all Hoiy
Days were holidays, a time for feasting and merry
making as well as being a time of Religious Obser-
vance. In gemeral this habit does not prevail in Fng-
fand today. except for the festival of Christ’s Nativity
at Christmas,

The Feast of the Nativity was first kept on Dee-
ember 25th, in Rome during the tourth century. fram
whence the tradition spread westwards. Traditton has
il that St. Augustine was the first 10 bring the festival
to Britain. The Orthodox churches, however, celebrate
Christmas when we keep the FEpiphany on January
6th,

Ihe four weeks preceding Christmas are known
in the church Kalendar as Advent. This is primarily a
iime of preparation for the Messiah wWho cComes inla
the hearts of men through the Holy Spirit, There ure
many custams, some commencing during Advent, which
surrcund  our Christmas Festival. Many of these are
ef traditional Grigin,

The Christmas Crib, which is very much part of
our Christmas in church, school and heme. is aterib-
uted 10 St. Fruncis who made the first crib using live
amimals. In Germany the oib is usually placed be-
neath the Chnstmas tree. It is of course to Germany
that we atribute the Christmas Tree, The tradition of
the “Christmas Tree” is said 10 have arisen when Mar-



tin Luther illuminated a tree with candles to light the
way from heaven for the coming Christ.

However we symbolise Christmas, or however pre-
occupied we are with the incyvitable Christmas shopping
and parties the climax of all this for Christians every-
where must surcly be our Christmas Communion.
Here, in the peacefulness of Christmas morning, cach
of us, in our own church. and in cur own way, can
receive the long-expected Jesus into our life, as he
came to the humble folk in the stable at Bethlehem
nearly two thousand years ago. We too can adore him
with our worship as did the first shepherds and later
the wise men. But perhaps, most of all during this time
of unrest in many parts of the world, we shculd make
the Angel's greeting our praver. that there may be
“Peace on Earth and Goodwill toward men.”

CHRISTMAS — “THE TRIMMINGS”

When we look at Christmas, not as a Religious
Festival, but as it is seen through the cyes of many in
the world today, we sec that some of the so-called
Christmas Traditions are in fact of pagan origin. Bear-
ing this in mind, it is not so surprising that these have
such praminence in a worldly lestival,

Such things as yule legs, holly. ivy and mistletce
have become part of our Christmas decorations he-
cause originally they were linked with pagan Winter
and New Yecar Festivals, due to their abundance at
this time of the vear. Many strange superstitions sur-
round these plants, the origins of which are unknown.

We are not the only country with such strange
traditions, In Scandinavia superstitions surround Yule
Candles. Two candles are placed on a table. one rep-
resenting the husband and the other the wife. Which-
cver candle burns the longer implies longer life for
the person ccnecerned. Another tradition is that a can-
dle is lit in the cvening and extinguished at sunrise
by the oldest member of the family. While the candle
gum}f it means blessing, but if it burns out it signifies
eath.

The idea of exchanging gifts at Christmastime orig-
inated with the children’s patron St. Nicholas. In some
continental countries gifts are exchanged on Decem-
ber 6th, St. Nicholas Day. Coupled with this is the
tradition of placing shaes outside the door which will
be filled with gcod things for the children and sup-
posedly suitable things for the bad. In Britain of
course the tradition is centred around “Santa Claus”,
(or “Saint Nicholas”, as it came t¢ us via America),
who mysteriously conquers our chimneys on Christ-
mas Eve. For us then, the exchanging of gifis is as,-
aciated with the Christmas Festival.

The Christmas Card is comparatively new in ori-
gin, It is a descendant of the “School Pieces” or
“Christmas Picces™ of the nineleenth century. These
were sheets of writing paper with pen and ink designs
or copper plate headings. The sending of cards began
in the nineteenth century, now millions of cards are
sold every year. In fact sales are so greai that volun-
tary organisations now use this as a means of supple-
menting their funds.

For many the pleasure of buying gifts so casily
becomes a great burden. This is understandable when
cne considers that everything from holly to gifts can
be purchased in our shops, and hundreds of people
are to be found there scarching for them. However we
interpret Christmas, the majesty and humility of the
Christmas Festival remains so. Nothing can or will
alter fhat for it is of God. But we, as people of the
world, must determine that the exiras of so great a
Festival do not overwhelm its inner meaning.

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND CHILBREN’S
SOCIETY
As Christmas draws near. the minds of Chsistians

turn naturally to thoughts of Bethlchem and the Hoiy
Family. Presently wc shall all be immersed in this

great festival of the family, rejoicing in the warmuh,
the love, the fellowship of our own homes. Those of
us with children will find our festival immensely glad-
dened by their presence, and we shall give thanks to
God for their health, their safety, and their joy in
Christmas.

But alas. just as Bethlechem 2,000 years ago, there
will be children coming this Christmas for whom there
will be “no room”. No room, that is, unless we as
Christians come 1o their help. There is the child born
fatherless through no fauli or sin of his. The child
whese home has collapsed about him. leaving him
bath broken and bewildered. The child at odds with
himself and with the world around him because of
scmebody’s sin, or somebody’s persunal tragedy, The
child denied a proper chance in life unless we help
him to find it. The child hampered by some physical
impairment. At lcast four such children find their way
to us each day.

These, then, are the children helped by the Church
of England Children’s Society. Your Society., because
it is in your name, and with your help, that it does its
saving work. Will you help it. this Christmas. to cen-
tinue and perbaps extend that work?

A Christmas gift 1o the Socicty is a gilt to our
Lord himself. How can this be? "Recall our Lord’s
words “.whoscever receiveth one such little child in my
name receiveth me.” If these words are true, as we
believe them to be iruc, they must mean that minis-
tering to children in trouble we are ministering to our
Lord himsell, who 2,000 years ago found all doors
save one closed against Him.

Will you help the Society’s 5000 children :his
ceming Christmas? Your festival will be the happicr
for it if you do.

Please send your gift to me at The Rectory.

H.B.

“WHO ON EARTH”

On Thursday cvening, December 14th, an exciting
production of WORSHIP FOR YQUNG PEOPLE
AT CHRISTMAS under the litle of “Who on Earth”
will be staged in Liverpool Cathedral.

A.B.C. TELEVISION will be tele-recording this
production for transmission on Christmas Fve.

Taking part will be the actress Billy Whitelaw;
the Liverpool Falk group '‘The Crofters’; Peter Lewis:
the Settlers; and a top-line beat group who are sym-
pathelic to cur aim and purpose. We want also just
aver 2,000 young people from all paris of Merseyside
to take part in this production.

It will be nccessary for these 2000 young pcople
to be at the Cathedral by 7-30 p.m. at the very latest
on the 14th in order that a full-scule rehearsal can be
held before the programme is tele-recorded at R-30
p.m.

This letter is being sent cut to all parishes, and
to youth groups of all dencminations on Merseyside
to offer you the chance of sending a group of people
to take part in this Act of Worship which will try 1o
convey the real meaning and impact of Christmas for
the warld today.

We wculd ask that the young people who come
to this should be belween the ages of 14 and 24: and
that all tickets asked for should be used or returned to
us well before the production. We will try to be as
fair as we can with ticket allocation but must stress
that the carlier application is made the more likely
the chance of securing a reasonable number of tickets.

_ (If you have not already handed in your name for
this cvent and you would like to go, please get in
touch with Mr. Midgeley at once). H.B.



To CM.S. Parishes linked with the Jerusaleth Arch-
bishopric.

Our Link Missionary is Dr. Barbara Hitch.

SUDAN — A Contiauing Need

In recent months events in the Middle Fasi as a
whole have been engaging our concern and our pray-
ers, But the Church in one particular area of the Arch-
bishopric still stands much in need of our remem-
brance and support -— the Church in the Sudan. The
waves of hatred and distrust set in motion by the six
days’ war in Junc washed over Khartoum where
ihere was much bitterness, and diplomatic relations
with U.K. were broken off; but the Bishop had no
particular difficulty in returning to Khartoum, after
his furlough and reports indicate little noticeable
change in the local attitude 1o individual British
people.

The internal situation is complex. and the futire
very uncertain, especially since the resignation of the
Prime Minister Sadik eI’ Mahdi in May. This was the
result of tensions which had long been building up,
and the consequences cannot yet be [oreseen, One may
well be the strengthening of the forces which are
seeking to impose an Islamic constitution. Many Mus-
lims including intellectuals, and some in responsible
positions would welcome a secular constitution, with
Islam as the state religion. To this, few Christians
would object. But the Southern Front have made it
clear that the South could have no part in a Sudan
ruled under an Islamic constitution,

The recent proposal to set up 9 regions with their
own jurisdiction in local affairs, including the Jower
level of eclucation is acceptable to some opinion 1
the South — and may be seen as a step towards keep-
ing the Sudan together. It is not only the Southern Pro-
vinces who feel neglected by Khartoum, and are seek-
ing to assert themselves—the same is true of other arcas
to varying extent.

In Education, the present policy of the govern-
ment is for the use of Arabic throughout all levels of
schools in every arca. This might mean that Sudanese
pupils could no longer be taken at the Unity High
School though many parents would welcome this opp-
ortunity for education in English, One result is fewer
teachers from UK. in the schools. Regional admin-
istratiens if sel up might of course introduce a difl-
erent system ai the primary level. Southern Represen-
tatives on the Draft Commiltee for the constitution
recently proposed that religious minorities should ke
free to set up their own educational ins'itutions. The
proposal was however defeated.

The Church in the Scuth

In spite of reports to the contrary, the problem
of the South is not solved and a final solution secins
as far off as ever. Recent events have led it to be rele-
gated to a lower place in the priorities. With all eyes
on the Arab/lsraeli war. little attention is being paid to
the position in the South. Indeed. with the Sudan so
much to the fore —for example the recent Arab summit
at Khartoum —it is not surprising that efforts are made
lo create the impression that all is normal. But in fact
it appears that there is still litile communication oui-
side the three Provincial headquarters. The people are
sill scattered in the bush, with no schools or dispen-
saries, and violent incidents are still occurring. It is
hard to sec hew the sitvation can be improved until
a political solution is reached. The first step could
well be a full Round Table Conference — and the
end of military action. In spite of a continuing ab-
sence of reliable news from the South it is known that
famine conditions are adding to the hardships of the
people in many areas. Measures taken by the Govern-
ment (o deal with this situation have not surprisingly

brought little relief. The position of the Church has
been improved by the return of some measure of con-
fidence, and a genuine desire on the part of the gOV-
ernment for ¢c-operation with the Church for the wel-
fare of the Sudan. The visit of representatives of the
All Africa Conference of Churches went wery well,
and their full report though long delayed is eagerly
awaited. Pastars and other Church workers in the
South weuld seem to be continuing their work as best
they can in conditions of great difficulty.

The Church in Fxile

The Bishop has been able to meet the two Assisi-
ant Bisheps and many of the clergy at Arua. The pas-
tors have been having a very difficult time. on 1he
move with their people, but are in good heart. They
all want to get back to the Sudan, but feel they are of
greater service with their people in exile than cooped
up in Juba, which would probably be as far as they
could get if they returned. Students in neighbouring
countries pose a great problem. Some have done very
well — 2 arc head boys of big schools in Uganda —
but their future training and cmployment are difii-
cult. in spite of funds being mads available from many
sources. including Fcumenical Programme for Emer-
gency Action in Africa. Finance is less of a problem
than might have been feared, The programme for
pastors and students in exile amounts to over £7.000
and in the South to over £4,000 — in spite of the fact
that over half the clergy still in the Sudan are not abie
1o draw any of their salary. The cost of hiving has
risen so steeply that there are grounds for considering
it higher in Juba than anywhere else in the world,

The Church in Northern Sudan

The biggest problem is the sudden withdrawal of
the Government grant from Omdurman Hospital, prob-
ably for purely financial rteasons. A radically new
pattern ¢of medical work has been prepared. and s
being put into action. There is some hope for a small
grant pext year. Many Sudanese and expatriaies in
Khartcum have been concerned and helpful. Extra
Sudanese clergy in the 3 towns are doing a good job

Caught up in two of the great struggles of our
time — the Arab/Israeli conflict. and the confronta-
tion between black Africa and the Arab world, cur
fellow Christians in the Sudan lack to us for con-
tinued understanding. concern and prayer.

THE MOTHERS' UNION

We all enjoyed the visit of Miss Christian very
much indeed and we hope to welcome her again in
the Summer months, when it is hoped (0 arrange for
some of her children to be entertained to tea by our
branch.

Our next meeting on Tuesday, Sth December,
brings us ancther medical personality. Dr. Joyce Rid-
ing will spcak on the subject “Who cares for the halt
and the blind.” Dr. Riding’s talk will be illustrated ty
sound films. Those who were sbsent last month missad
a treat. Here is another one. Don't miss it this time.

THE TARMERS' MEETING

Our thoughts and sympathies 8o out Lo all those far-
mers who have been caught up in the terrible slaugh-
ler due 1o the outbreak of foot and mouth disease,

We do hape this most appalling epidemic will speedily
cease.

_If this is the case then our meeting on Dec. Fth
will take place but we must all be prepared for vet
anather cancellation.

We hape to welcome Mr. A. Home, the County
Poultry Adviser, who will speak and head the dis-

cussion ¢n the present sitwation in the poultry industry.



SANCTUARY FLOWERS

HOLY MATRIMONY

Dec. 3—Vacant. “Those whom God hath joined tegether.”
10—Mrs. N. Smith, Oct. 28— James Oliver Martin, Kershaws Farm, Smithy
,”7 Vacani. ; Lane, Scarisbrick, and Judith Mac Wreyford,
3‘: S‘C (;{U“ﬂ'cgfm““- 80 Summerwood Lane, Halsall,
rs. K caton.
= ) P T Ty Nov, I8—Anthony John Macrae. 13 Yew Tree Road.
Jan, 7—=Mes. K. Edwardson. Ormskirk. and Jacqueline Hazel Broasbank, 18
SERVERS' ROTA Hc«'lthey Lane, Shird]ey Hill.
Dec. 3 800am. Jim Heaton,
10 1030 a.m. Harold (mmsg:::il. SPNPIR L BURIAL OF THE DEAD
17 900am. John Davies. “In sure and certain hope,”
6.30 p.m. Gordon Midgeley. 24— F o P 3 vears. 3 y
24 800am. Peter Balmer. Nov, 24 ;Lzrgn&ulg:;’rggall. age 73 years. 39 Lytham
10.30 a.m. Harold Grimshaw 2 g
and Tony Gaskell.
11.20 pm. Harold Grimshaw s SIDESMEN’S ROTA
and Malcolm Serjeant. 0P _ 5
25 800am. John Gaskell. Dec. 3 H_.'Huymn, A. Grimshaw, P. Saunders, T,
10.30 a.m. Raymond Juba. Grimshaw:.
31 B8.00am. Brian Heaton. 1I0—R. Gaskell, R, Hunt. W. Robinson, E.
10.30 a.m. Roger Dutton. Blackhurst.
Jans: 75004 Jobn Rounds, 17-E. Serjeant, D. $wift, J. Grimshaw. G.
HOLY BAPTISM . Midgley. , ,
“ Entered into the family of Christ’s Church.” 2o 2 Dadwin, ~ W Whte, JooSheabm, SEL
Nov. 12—Cheryl Dawn, daughter of Alan James and " % : A
Joyee Scphton, 35 Cemetery Road. Southport. 31 - R. Heaton, J. Colley. P. Aynsley, N. Britnell.
ST. CUTHBERT’S, HALSALL.
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
1967
Stalls :
£ s, d 2
Barton 231 6 Hire of Hall ... 4 4 0
Bottle 2510 0 Caretaker 110 O
Cake ... 61 11 3 Printing ‘ 310 0
Christmas Gifts 201 6 6 Whist and Domino Prizes ... 6 2 0
Fruit and Vuguables 47 17 7
Grotto o TS
Guides and Browaies Dolls Exhibition ... 4 3 6
Hand Knilted Goods : - 1210 ©
Hat Bar and Handkerchiel 36 17 6
Hoop-la % 616 9
Linen 43 0 0
Lucky Dip .. 5t 9 §
Mothers Union 36 8 7
Raflle . 47 2 0
Rcfn.\hmcnts 10 9 1
Schaol 3 100 2225
Sweets ~r 416 6
Whist and [)ommo l)nvc 14 0 0O
Sale of Christmas Cards Il 2 6
Donations ; I o0 o0 T
Pre-Bazaar Efforts ... 128 18 1 - 14 16 0
* Unspent Thrift Tickets 1. 5 3 Balance to Treasurcr . 805 15 11
£820 11 11 £820 11 11
£ s d:
* Thrift Tickets Sold ... 101 19 6
Thrift Tickets Spent ... . 10018 3
Pre Bazaar Efforts.
Coffee Evenings Rectory o 4910 3
Whist Drive (Mr. Greenhalgh) 30 00
Jumble Sale ... 36 710
Fruit & Veg. Stall Bazaar Effort 13 0 0

£128

18 1



ORMSKIRK MOTORS LTD.

TEL. 2551 /23

MAIN
DEALERS
FOR

&
SALES, SERVICE & PARTS.

9

. Established 1849
High Class Grocers
Italian Warehousemen

Wholesale Wine and Spirit
Merchants

Daily Deliveries Throughout

/&i The District
{ 2

CHURCH STREET

ORMSKIRK
Telephone Ormskirk 22912

FURNITURE—ch:iorh_ei,edAltered, Upholstered JOHN RIMMER

Cupboards, etc.—built-in NEW STREET, HALSALL.
lwri s i
F. G R I C E Wheelwright Joiner
Undertaker
106, AUGHTON STREET Funerals completely furnished and personally conducted.
ORMSKIRK Cremations arranged.
Telephone 2007 Telephone: Halsall 287,

SAY IT WITH FLOWERS—In gladness or in sadness

PETER DRAPER With Flowers we arc at your Service
J. ORRITT

Florist and Nurseryman

Wreaths, Crosses, Sprays, Bouquets or any other Floral
Designs, made to order at the shortest notice.

Ring Ormskirk 2066 at any time.
Rosecroft Nursery, Soathport Road, ORMSKIRK.,

12, Burscough Street. Ormskirk

Telephone: Ormskirk 2138.

For all your PRINTING and STATIONERY.

Biro Service, Parker and Waterman Pens.




C H O L E R T 0 N FARM IMPLEMENTS & MACHINERY

“THE BEST MAN
FOR

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHS”
60 WALLGATE 166 puke srreer | C- M. HESFORD & CO. LTD.

WIGAN ST. HELENS
Phone 42370 Phone 23636 ORMSKIRK. Telephone: 2564

Consult us for your requirements

; Each K Skiplite sole has
over 30 million tiny air

6 bubbles to cushion every

step you take. Skiplite

\ : is a sole material specially

developed for K Skips. It
resists wear for months

4 even at the heel. And its
springiness makes K Skips
a heaven if your'e on your
Q : feet a lot.

SARONG

Light, hardwearing
casual.

Skiplite sole

75/11

Wm. ABLETT Ltd.

14 MOOR 5T, ORMSKIRK

SHEPPEY
Average and extra
wide fittings
Skiplite sole

69/11

X roet, Ormakak.



